[No. 36] 


SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON H. R. 6039, TO AMEND SECTION 
47c OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE ACT 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SuBcoMMITTEE No. 3 OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Monday, July 13, 1953. 
The subcommittee met at 9:30 a. m., the Hon. Leroy Johnson, 
chairman of the subcommittee, presiding. 
Mr. Jounson. The committee will come to order. 
We would be glad to hear from Col. Philip E. Smith, on House 
of Representatives bill No. 6039, which is as follows: 
[H. R. 6039, 83d Cong., 1st sess.] 
A BILL To amend section 47c of the National Defense Act 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That section 47c of the National Defense Act, as 
amended (10 U.S. C. 383, 384, 385a, 386a, 387, 387a, 443), is further amended 
by changing the period at the end thereof to a semicolon and adding the following: 


Pr ed further, That, to the extent provided in regulations prescribed by the 
Secrétfry the ~ymy, military training in the junior division, Reserve Officers’ 
Traigig Gesps, nilitary training at an educational institution conducted under 


sect 550of thegN ational Defense Act, as amended (10 U. 8. C. 1180, 1181), 
whef ¢ithéF is reggeved under the direction of an officer of the Army on active duty 
deteftgd t&euch Q@iFtitution asa professor of military science and tactics, or under 
the @Mrectegp of eee or Reserve officer of the Army not on active duty em- 
ployed by such stitution as an instructor of military science and tactics with 
thes@pprawal offthe Secretary of the Army, may be credited toward completion 
aca&@mic years of service in the senior division, Reserve Officers’ 
Tra@ffing Corps; tequired for admission to the advanced course of that division 
an r commuttrtion of subsistence, as provided for herein, if the military training 
received is substantially equivalent to that for which credit is to be allowed.” 

Sec. 2. The Act of September 8, 1916 (ch. 478, 39 Stat. 853; 10 U. 8S. C. 388), 
is hereby repealed. 


Be seated, sir. Let us hear your story. 
Colonel Smitru. May I read my statement, sir? 
Mr. Jounson. Certainly. 

Colonel Smiru. The purpose of H. R. 6039 

Mr. Jonnson. Will you give your name and rank for the reporter? 

Colonel Smiru. I am Lt. Col. Philip E. Smith, of G-3, Department 
of the Army. 

Mr. Jounson. You may proceed. 

Colonel Smirx. The purpose of H. R. 6039 is to permit advanced 
standing in college ROTC to be given individuals for equivalent 
training received in those secondary schools enrolled in the 55¢ Army 
training program. Provisions of existing law which provide such 
advanced standing for junior ROTC schools are included. This bill 
also corrects certain long-standing inaccuracies in the existing act (act 
of September 8, 1916, 10 U.S. C. 388). 
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Enactment of H. R. 6039 will add to the prestige of the military 
training conducted under the provisions of section 55c, National 
Defense Act, and will equate that training, for credit purposes with 
training received in the junior ROTC. By affording 55c graduates an 
opportunity to be considered for advanced standing in the Army 
ROTC senior program, it will encourage enrollment of more students 
in the 55c program and also encourage the affiliation of additional 
schools. 

As provided by section 55¢ of the National Defense Act military 
training is conducted in some 65 high schools throughout the country. 
This training is supervised by the Department of the Army and its 
agencies. A modest support program is in effect. Service rifles, 
target rifles of the small bore type, ammunition, and paper targets are 
furnished each participating school. All other support such as instruc- 
tors, uniforms, and facilities are furnished by the schools themselves. 
The quality of training is generally of a satisfactory order. However, 
this program is not directly officer producing. 

The legally objectionable provisions of the existing act (act of 
September 8, 1916, 10 U. S. C. 388) which are corrected by H. R. 
6039 follow: 

The existing act contains a mandatory provision for credit that is 
unenforceable and therefore unrealistic. Credit for previous instruc- 
tion is the prerogative of the institution concerned. The Depart- 
ment of the Army can authorize such credit and prescribe the military 
conditions to be met but the final determination of the credit to be 
granted in each individual case is properly the decision of the insti- 
tution granting that credit. 

The phrase—as contained in the existing act—“at an educational 
institution under the direction of an officer of the Army”’ is subject 
to the construction that the educational institution, rather than the 
course of military training, must be under the direction of an officer 
of the Army. 

The phrase—also in the existing act—‘“prescribed by regulations 
under this section’? appears inappropriate as the course of training 
for the senior division, Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, is prescribed 
under section 40a of the National Defense Act, as amended (10 
U.S. C. 385), rather than under the act of September 8, 1916. 

The Department of the Army on behalf of the Department of 
Defense offers no objection to enactment of H. R. 6039. 

Mr. Jounson. When you were reading your statement, in the 
second line of the third paragraph, you said 55. You meant 65, 
didn’t you? 

Colonel Smiru. Yes, sir. There are 65 high schools in this program. 

Mr. Jounson. All right. 

Colonel Smrru. Which is called the program. 

Mr. Jounson. Any questions by anyone? 

Mr. Fisuer. May I ask him a question? 

Mr. Jounson. Certainly. 

Mr. Fisher would like to ask you a question. 

Colonel Smiru. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fisuer. Colonel, you referred to the high schools. This also 
applies to some of the junior colleges, doesn’t it? 

olonel Smit. No, sir. In the junior colleges we have either the 
junior ROTC or the senior ROTC, not the 55¢ program. 
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Mr. Fisuer. I have in mind a college in the district I represent, 
a military college, Schreiner Institute. It is a well-known boys 
military college, at Kerrville, Tex. They refer to their training as 
coming under the 55c program, where they comply with all the ROTC 
requirements. They use the uniforms and equipment issued by the 
Army down at Fort Sam Houston, and they have a Reserve colonel 
who is in charge of the program and they meet all the military re- 
quirements that go into ROTC training of this kind. Yet they do 
not get credit for it, when the student graduates and goes to the Uni- 
versity of Texas and other places. It has always been recognized as 
an injustice and an inequity because they meet all the requirements. 
And, in fact, all of the students have been outstanding with respect 
to ROTC, based upon their training during their 2 years in junior 
college. 

Now what is the situation with respect to a school like that? 

Colonel Smrru. Sir, that is the purpose of this bill, to permit these 
55¢ schools to have this prestige of having their graduates recog- 
nized in the senior program whenever it is appropriate that advanced 
standing should be given them. 

Mr. Fisuer. Then, this legislation would take care of that situ- 
ation? 

Colonel Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fisuer. I certainly think, Mr. Chairman, this legislation is 
overdue. There are not many colleges of that kind in the country, 
are there? 

Colonel Smirx. There are only 65 schools, with about an enrollment 
in the 55e program of about 12,600. 

Mr. Fisuer. All together? 

Colonel Smiru. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ducanper. I have a list of the schools, Mr. Fisher, which I 
will submit for the record. 

Mr. Fisuer. All right. That is all. 

Mr. Jounson. Thank you. 

Mr. Ducanper. Mr. Chairman, I have a statement which was 
furnished in behalf of the National Association of 55¢ Schools. I 
recommend it go in the record. 

Mr. Jonnson. Without objection, it is so ordered. 

(The information is as follows:) 


SraTeEMENT oF Cou. H. P. REPRESENTING THE NATIONAL ASssocrA- 
TION OF 55c ScHooLs, ON Minuirary CREpDIT FOR THE QUALIFIED GRADUATES 


or THE 55c NDA Scnoo.s 


Gentlemen, in behalf of all the 55e NDA schools in the United States, I want to 
express to you our sincere appreciation for the privilege and the opportunity of 
appearing before this subcommittee of the Armed Services Committee of the 
House of Representatives. We have 59 55c¢ schools in the United States with 
some located in every Army area. 

We feel that one of the first questions that will arise in your mind as we discuss 
this matter will be ‘‘What is a 55¢ school?” Our answer is that the 55e NDA 
school was authorized and established by section 55c, National Defense Act of 
1916 and thence the name 55¢ NDA, or as they are more briefly called, the 55e 
schools. 

Then this natural and logical question presents itself: ‘What military course 
of instruction does the 55e school give its students?’’ We give the course of in- 
struction as prescribed by the Department of the Army for junior ROTC schools. 
In other words, we teach the same identical subjects and we give the same num- 
ber of hours of instruction. In fact, we give more than the 96 hours that are 
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prescribed by the Department of the Army, some schools giving as much as 150 
hours each year. 

Another important question is this: “Do the 55c schools have the annual 
Government inspection?’’ The 55c¢ schools are required to have the same annual 
Government inspection that the junior ROTC schools take, and the inspecting 
team of officers in a certain Army area will inspect both types of schools. They 
give both schools the same theoretical and practical testing. In addition to the 
annual formal inspection the 55e schools have two informal inspections each year 
conducted by the same officers that make the informal inspections in the junior 
ROTC units. 

Therefore, Gentlemen, you can see that both the junior ROTC schools and the 
55e schools follow the same course of military instruction as prescribed by the 
Department of Army. Both types of schools teach the same subjects and are 
required to give the same number of hours of instruction. Both types of schools 
must meet the same requirements of the annual formal and informal inspections. 

Now the question arises: ‘In what ways do the junior ROTC schools and the 
55¢ schools differ?’”’? These are the main differences: The PMS&T or the professor 
of military science and tactics of the junior ROTC school is a Regular Army 
officer who is detailed to the school for this duty, and his salary is paid by the 
United States Government. It is also true that the assistants in the Military 
Department, both commissioned and noncommissioned officers, are assigned 
there by the Department of Army and that their salaries are also paid by the 
United States Government. The students in the junior ROTC schools are fur- 
nished their uniforms free, this cost being borne by the United States Government. 

The 55e schools select their own PMS&T, either a capable and experienced 
Reserve or retired Army officer. His assistants are members of the faculty, some 
being experienced Reserve officers and all of them college graduates with teaching 
ability and experience. The salaries of the military staff are paid by the school 
and without any expense to the United States Government. The students in 
the 55c schools buy their own uniforms and again there is no expense to the 
Government. 

Gentlemen, we have tried honestly and conscientiously to give you a true 
picture, showing wherein the junior ROTC schools and the 55c schools are alike 
and wherein they differ. We now request your serious consideration of the big 
difference between the two types of schools, for it is on account of this difference 
in policy that we come before you today. 

When the graduates of the junior ROTC schools with 3 years of satisfactory 
military training enter a college or university with the senior ROTC division, they 
receive credit for this basic military training and therefore are not required to re- 
peat this work in ccllege. However, when the qualified graduates of the 55c 
schools enter the college with the senior ROTC division they receive no credit for 
their previous military training, although they have had the same identical work 
and are just as well prepared as the graduates of the junior ROTC schools, 
Gentlemen, our request today is simply this: Give our graduates of the 55c schools 
the same military credit in college as the graduates of the junior ROTC schools re- 
ceive. We feel that our boys have earned and deserve this credit. We feel that 
our request is both just and fair. Our 55c schools have several thousand graduates 
each year with all the States being well represented in the different schools. A 
large percentage of our graduates go on to college and they are anxious to continue 
their military training. Yet instead of being encouraged to continue their mili- 
tary work, they are discouraged in that they cannot receive any credit for their 
previous basic training. 

Surely, gentlemen, in this most critical period of American history when we 
must strengthen our Armed Forces and our national security, our boys who have 
had previous military training and possess qualities of leadership should be 
encouraged and not discouraged to continue their military work. May I repeat 
that we feel that our request is fair and just; we feel that our boys have earned 
and deserve this military credit. If this request is granted it will not cost the 
United States Government 1 cent, and as we encourage our boys to continue 
their military work in college we strengthen our Armed Forces and our national 
security. 

Page 16, after line 3, add the following as section 110 (b): 

“Graduates of 55¢ NDA schools who have successfully completed the course 
of military training as prescribed by the Department of Army shall be granted 
credit for the basic course upon entering a senior division.” 
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Secrion 55c ScHoo.s 
School year 1949-50 


INSTITUTION 
First Army: 
Albany Academy, Albany, N. Y. 
Cardinal Farley Military Academy, Rhinecliff on Hudson, N. Y. 
Christian Brothers Academy, Albany, N. Y. 
Eastern Military Academy, Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island, N. 
LaSalle Institute, Troy, N. Y. 
Peekskill Military Academy, Peekskill, N. Y. 
The Childrens Village, Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 
Second Army: 
Benedictine High School, Richmond, Va. 
Carson Long Institute, New Bloomfield, Pa. 
Hargrave Military Academy, Chatham, Va. 
John Marshall High School, Richmond, Va. 
MeDonogh School, McDonogh, Md. 
Millersburg Military Institute, Millersburg, Ky. 
Ohio Soldiers and Sailors Orphans Home, Xenia, Ohio. 
Randolph-Macon Academy, Front Royal, Va. 
St. Emma Military Academy, Rock Castle, Va. 
Thomas Jefferson High School, Richmond, Va. 
Third Army: 
Carlisle Military School, Bamberg, 8. C. 
Edwards Military Institute, Salemberg, N. C. 
Marist College, Atlanta, Ga. 
McCallie School, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
The Baylor School, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
The Bolles School, Jacksonville, Fla. 
Fourth Army: 
Albuquerque High School, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Alcee Fortier High School. New Orleans, La. 
Amarillo High School, Amarillo, Tex. 
Carlsbad High School, Carlsbad, N. Mex. 
Martin High School, Laredo, Tex. 
Peacock Military Academy, San Antonio, Tex. 
St. Gerards High School, San Antonio, Tex. 
San Marcos Academy, San Marcos, Tex. 
Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, Tex. 
Tarleton State College, Stephenville, Tex. 
Fifth Army: 
Ben Davis High School, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Breck School for Boys, St. Paul, Minn. 
Central High School, Muncie, Ind. 
Colorado Military School, Denver, Colo. 
Concordia High School, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
De La Salle Military Academy, Kansas City, Mo 
Evanston Township High School, Evanston, Ill. 
Glenwood Manual Training School, Glenwood, Il. 
Mary D. Bradford High School, Kenosha, Wis. 
Mooseheart High School, Mooseheart, Ill. 
Onarga Military School, Onarga, Ill. 
Pillsbury Academy, Owatonna, Minn. 
Roosevelt Military Academy, Aledo, Ill. 
Ypsilanti High School, Ypsilanti, Mich. 
Sixth Army: 
Army and Navy Academy, Carlsbad, Calif. 
Black-Foxe Military Institute, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Brawley Union High School, Brawley, Calif. 
Grant Union High School and Junior College, North Sacramento, Calif. 
Las Vegas High School, Las Vegas, Nev. 
St. Anthony’s High School, Long Beach, Calif. 
San Rafael Military Academy, San Rafael, Calif. 
Military District of Washington: 
St. John’s College High School, District of Columbia 
Washington High Schools, District of Columbia (W) 
Washington High Schools, District of Columbia (C) 
George Washington High School, Alexandria, Va. 
Washington-Lee High School, Arlington, Va. : 
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Mr. Jonnson. That includes the list of schools, too? 

Mr. Ducanper. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WickrersHAM. Colonel Smith, some 4 or 5 or 6 weeks ago 
Colonel Ledbetter of the Oklahoma Military Academy was up here 
in behalf of quite a number of schools, and they were worried because 
of the proposed reduction in the amount of the Federal contribution 
toward these military academies, these State schools. 

Colonel Smirx. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WickersHAm. Has that worked out satisfactorily? 

Colonel Smirn. Yes, sir. The Oklahoma Military Institute is a 
military junior college and therefore presents both senior ROTC and 
junior ROTC in their junior school and it with similar schools were 
granted a l-year extension in the application of these new policies, 
looking toward more economy in the program. 

Mr. WickerHam. Well, I know, but if this new policy is put into 
effect, this or any other program isn’t going to help them much, is it, 
if you take away their funds, as you contemplated? Wasn’t it 
contemplated taking them away, this time? 

Colonel Smiru. Yes, it was a readjustment in the program, the 
ROTC program, which is different from this program, sir. 

Mr. WickrersHAM. Yes, I understand it is. 

Colonel Smirn. I said based on economy. Because these institu- 
tions, such as Oklahoma, are not directly officer producing. 

Mr. WickersHaM. What are they, then, if they aren’t officer 
producing? 

Colonel Smirx. Well, sir, one of the prerequisites for commission 
from the ROTC program is the completion of 4 years of college work 
and the receiving of the baccalaureate degree. 

The junior colleges, since they give no degrees, could not result in 
the production directly of an officer. 

Mr. WickersHam. This particular school, the Oklahoma Military 
Academy, is going to go into the senior program, as I understand it? 

Colonel Smiru. Yes, sir. In that particular case, this college is 
going into a 4-year degree-granting institution. So insofar as Okla- 
homa is concerned, their problem is solved. 

Mr. WickersHam. But what about a year from now? Do you 
still contemplate going into this retrenchment program or cutback 
program? 

Colonel Smirn. For Oklahoma, sir? 

Mr. WickersHAM. Yes. 

Colonel Smiru. No, sir. Oklahoma has been granted 3 years to 
gain accreditation, which is another prerequisite for the senior pro- 
gram, and their program will continue. 

Mr. WickersHam. Unless they complained, they would have been 
cut off. 

Colonel Samira. Well, they won’t be cut off, sir. The support 
furnished on the basis of the senior program will be cut back to exactly 
their academic equivalent. 

May I explain it this way: Heretofore, the military junior colleges 
have been giving 4 years senior ROTC starting with the junior school 
year and ending with the sophomore college year, which is as far 
academically as they go. 

That is out of gear with the rest of the program, since the senior 
program is supposed to correspond to the academic level. 
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Mr. Wickersuam. Well, are these schools going to be happy— 
the VMI and the OMA and the one at Roswell, N Mex., going to be 
happy a year from now? 

Colonel Smiru. It doesn’t affect them. They are degree-granting 
institutions. 

Mr. WickersHaM. How about those that are conducting ROTC 
programs in the junior colleges now and other schools? 

Colonel Smiru. Yes, sir. Well, under the new policy, sir, they will 
give the senior program in the college years which correspond to that 
senior program. In other words, in their first college year, freshman 
year, they will give military science 1, which is the first college year 
militarily. 

In their second college year, they will give military science 2, 
which is the equivalent of the sophomore year militarily. 

Mr. WickersHam. Well, let me just cite anexample: Say there is an 
ROTC training program at junior college, or a 4-year level college; 
are they going to be affected under your proposed cutback, economy 
program, a year from now, 2 years from now or 3 years from now? 

Colonel! Smiru. No, sir; I don’t believe they are going to be affected 
adversely. 

Mr. WickersHam. Well, wasn’t there quite a furor which just 
scared the whey out of all these colleges? _ Didn’t they come here all 
at once to plead with you to continue it and didn’t you work out 
some type of agreement that was satisfactory? 

Colonel Smiru. Yes, sir, we did, but I might say that not all the 
schools in the association felt that the readjustment was particularly 
unfavorable. We did work out a postponement of those readjust- 
ments for 1 year in order to give the schools more time to adjust their 
catalogs, and so forth. 

Mr. WickersHam. O. K. That is all. 

Mr. Jonson. Any further questions? 

Mr. Ducanper. Mr. Chairman. 

Colonel, you say in your statement that ‘‘a modest support program 
is in effect.’ Could you tell the committee how much support in 
money the Army gave the 550 schools for fiscal year 1953? 

Colonel Smirnx. It cost less than a dollar a year, sir, per man, per 
capita. 

Mr. Ducanper. How much would thai be total? 

Colonel Smiru. Well, it would be somewhere in the neighborhood 
of $16,000. 

Mr. Jounson. Any other questions? 

Mr. Fisuer. Mr. Chairman, may I| ask just one more? 

Mr. Jounson. Certainly. Mr. Fisher. 

Mr. Fisuer. Colonel, | know from correspondence I have had that 
they feel that time is of essence down at Schreiner Institute with 
respect to the passage of this legislation, so they can make their plans 
for the fall term. Do you agree to the importance of trying to get 
this done before this session ends, in view of the fact that they are 
setting up their programs for the fall and for the next semester? 

Colonel Smiru. Well, Mr. Fisher, insofar as the school itself goes, 
there is no particular significance in this, for passage at this time. It 
is important to their graduates of this last year who might in the future 
want to get in a senior college and ask for advanced standing in the 
senior program. 
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Mr. Fisuer. Of course, in making their plans and advising pro- 
spective students about what they have to offer, it is certainly worth 
something to them to tell them they are going to get credit for the 
ROTC they take there; isn’t 1t? 

Colonel Smiru. It certainly is desirable, sir, in view of the prestige 
involved. 

Mr. Fisner. That is right. That is all. 

Mr. Jounson. Is there any objection to the bill by anyone? 

If not, it will be recommended to our whole committee for approval. 

Thank you—just 1 moment. Are there other witnesses here that 
want to be heard? We would like to hear from you, Mr. Frazier. 
I didn’t mean to block you. 

Mr. Frazier. Mr. Chairman, in view of what the colonel said and 
your action, of course, I don’t care to make any further statement in 
regard to the bill. 

I did have Colonel Dunlap, who is the commandant of McCaullie 
School at Chattanooga, which is one of the schools involved, and I 
think he also represents the association which your school, Mr. Fisher, 
is a member of. 

Mr. Jounson. Maybe we had better call him. 

Mr. Ducanper. I put Colonel Dunlap’s statement in the record. 

Mr. Jounson. Oh. 

Mr. Frazier. It is all right, then. It has already gone in. 

Mr. Jounson. It contains the name of the schools. 

Mr. Ducanper. Did you want to add something, Colonel? 

Colonel Duntar. The only thing I want to say: As the vice president 
of the Association of 55¢ Schools, which includes all these schools you 
mentioned, we are most grateful for your consideration of this question 
this morning. We feel that our boys have earned and deserved this 
credit and we appreciate your hearing at this time. 

Mr. Jounson. Would you like to extend your remarks, Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. I don’t think so. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Jonnson. Without objection, then, we will recommend H. R. 
6039 to the full committee for approval. 

(Whereupon the committee proceeded to further business, at 10 
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